Pathological staging (Required)
Reason/Evidentiary Support

Pathologic staging is considered to be the most significant prognostic parameter for primary
carcinoma of the urethra.’ Throughout the entire length of the urethra, invasion of the
subepithelial connective tissue denotes stage pT1 disease. More advanced T categories are
dependent on the location, and whether the patient is male or female.

In the male patient, primary carcinoma of the prostatic urethra is accorded a distinct set of T
category definitions.” This reflects the somewhat unique relationship between urothelial carcinoma
of the urinary bladder and the prostate gland and the relationship between prostatic gland
involvement in those cases and assignment of T-category. For primary urethral carcinomas, the
frequent involvement of prostatic ducts by carcinoma in situ results in the occurrence of prostatic
stromal invasion directly from within the ducts (pT2) without passing through a pT1 stage as occurs
in invasion from the prostatic urethra. In the Seventh edition of the American Joint Committee on
Cancer (AJCC) Cancer Staging Manual, carcinoma in situ involving the prostatic ducts (pTis pd) was
recognized separately from urethral involvement (pTis pu).’ That distinction is no longer applied in
the Eighth edition of the AJCC Cancer Staging Manual.’

References
1 Rabbani F (2011). Prognostic factors in male urethral cancer. Cancer 117(11):2426-2434.
2 Gakis G, Witjes JA, Comperat E, Cowan NC, De Santis M, Lebret T, Ribal MJ and Sherif AM

(2013). EAU guidelines on primary urethral carcinoma. Eur Urol 64(5):823-830.

3 Kang M, Jeong CW, Kwak C, Kim HH and Ku JH (2015). Survival Outcomes and Predictive
Factors for Female Urethral Cancer: Long-term Experience with Korean Patients. J Korean
Med Sci 30(8):1143-1149.

4 Amin M.B., Edge, S., Greene, F.L., Byrd, D.R., Brookland, R.K., Washington, M.K.,
Gershenwald, J.E., Compton, C.C., Hess, K.R., Sullivan, D.C., Jessup, J.M., Brierley, J.D.,
Gaspar, L.E., Schilsky, R.L., Balch, C.M., Winchester, D.P., Asare, E.A., Madera, M., Gress,
D.M., Meyer, L.R. (Eds.) (2017). AJCC Cancer Staging Manual 8th ed. Springer, New York.

5 Edge SE, Byrd DR, Compton CC, Fritz AG, Greene FL and Trotti A (eds) (2010). AJCC Cancer
Staging Manual 7th ed., New York, NY.: Springer.



