
Margin/Tissue edges status (Core) 

As a core dataset item for all cancers, Cancer Outcomes and Services Dataset (COSD)1 records 
whether tumour excision margins are clear by more than 5 mm, clear by greater than 1 mm but less 
than or equal to 5 mm, or present less than or equal to 1 mm, but without tumour reaching the 
margin. Skin cancer margins should therefore be measured in relation to both 1 mm and 5 mm 
breakpoints. 
 
Guidelines on the surgical margins recommended for Merkel cell carcinoma (MCC) are based on 
evidence utilising clinical margins. These are either 10 or 20 mm for this cancer. Histological margins 
are widely used as a surrogate marker for clinical margins. 
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