Maximum tumour dimension (Core)

Reason/Evidentiary Support:

Tumour size has long been recognized as an important prognostic indicator in lung cancer.” Based
on survival data, the 8th edition of the TNM system has further subdivided the T category by tumour
size.”®> The maximum diameter of a tumour, measured to the nearest millimetre, should ideally be
assessed on the unfixed specimen to avoid the possibility of size underestimation resulting from
formalin fixation-induced shrinkage.* In specimens harbouring multiple synchronous primaries,
assignment of the T category is based on the size of the largest tumour.

Care should be taken not to overestimate tumour size by including areas of adjacent obstructive
pneumonia in the tumour measurement. The gross assessment of tumour size should be confirmed
microscopically and in cases where adjacent obstructive pneumonia has been mistakenly
incorporated into the tumour measurement, tumour size should be adjusted accordingly.
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