Extent of pleural involvement (Recommended)

Although tumour penetration beyond the visceral pleural elastic layer has been shown to have the
same prognostic significance as tumour extending to the visceral pleural surface (see above), the
pathologist may wish to provide greater detail in the report by documenting the extent of pleural
invasion. A scheme for classifying pleural involvement by tumour put forth by Hammar, which has
been recognised by the Japan Lung Society and recently undergone slight modification by the
International Staging Committee, is as follows:

PLO, no penetration beyond the visceral pleural elastic layer;
PL1, tumour penetration beyond the visceral pleural elastic layer;

PL2, tumour extension to the visceral pleural surface; and

PL3, extension into the parietal pleura.™

PLO is categorized as VPI absent, while both PL1 and PL2 types of VPI change the category of
otherwise T1 tumours to T2. Tumours that would otherwise be categorized as T1 or T2 are changed
to T3 in the presence of type PL3 pleural involvement.!
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