
Cervical surface or crypt (Non-core) 
 
Cervical surface mucosal or crypt epithelial involvement (without cervical stromal invasion) does not 
affect tumour stage in the 2009 International Federation of Gynaecology and Obstetrics (FIGO) Staging 
System and is regarded as a non-core element.1 However, it is a potential adverse risk factor for 
locoregional recurrence and may be taken into consideration for adjuvant radiotherapy.2 In the Post 
Operative Radiation Therapy in Endometrial Carcinoma-2 (PORTEC-2) and Gynecology Oncology Group 
trial 99 (GOG #99) prospective randomised trials, patients with high-intermediate risk factors, including 
cervical surface or crypt involvement (FIGO 1988 Stage IIA), were found to have improved locoregional 
disease control (reduced recurrence rate) with postoperative radiation (vaginal brachytherapy or pelvic 
radiation).3-6 While the above studies lacked an overall survival benefit, a recent large retrospective 
cohort (analysing over 14,000 patients) demonstrated improved overall survival in FIGO 1988 Stage IIA 
patients receiving adjuvant radiation.7 
 
The current clinical practice guidelines of the American Society for Radiation Oncology and the Society 
of Gynecologic Oncology are based on the results of the PORTEC-2 and GOG #99 trials for adjuvant 
radiotherapy.8,9 
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