
Relation of tumour to anterior peritoneal reflection (Core) 
 
For rectal tumours only, the relationship of the tumour to the anterior peritoneal reflection must be 
recorded, as this predicts the risk of local recurrence in addition to peritoneal recurrence (Figure 1).1 
The anterior aspect of the rectum is covered by peritoneum down to level of the peritoneal 
reflection. Posteriorly, the non-peritonealised margin extends upwards as a triangular shaped bare 
area containing the rectal arteries. Superiorly this area is continuous with the sigmoid mesocolon. 
 

 
Figure 1: Site of tumour in relation to the anterior level of the peritoneal reflection. Reproduced 
with permission from Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia (2016). Colorectal cancer 
structured reporting protocol, 3rd Edition. RCPA, Australia.2 
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