
Block identification key (Recommended) 
 
Reason/Evidentiary Support   
 
The origin/designation of all tissue blocks should be recorded.  This information should ideally be 
documented in the final pathology report and is particularly important should the need for internal 
or external review arise. The reviewer needs to be clear about the origin of each block in order to 
provide an informed specialist opinion. If this information is not included in the final pathology 
report, it should be available on the laboratory computer system and relayed to the reviewing 
pathologist.  It may be useful to have a digital image of the specimen and record of the origin of the 
tumour blocks in some cases. 

Recording the origin/designation of tissue blocks also facilitates retrieval of blocks for further 
immunohistochemical or molecular analysis, research studies or clinical trials. 

 
 


