
Tumour dimensions (Core and Non-core) 

The dimension is that of the microscopically proven dominant tumour, based upon a reconciliation 
of the imaging, macroscopic and microscopic findings. The dominant tumour is defined as the most 
clinically relevant tumour because of its aggressiveness and/or its higher T stage. As such, it is often, 
but not necessarily, the largest tumour. Tumour size has an impact on prognosis and is a component 
of TNM staging. For example, papillary carcinomas measuring 1 cm or less are associated with an 
excellent prognosis, while tumours measuring over 4 cm are associated with a worse prognosis.1  If 
the exact tumour size cannot be measured, the report should mention the reason such as specimen 
fragmentation or a grossly positive margin.  
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