
Definitions 

CORE elements  
CORE elements are those which are essential for the clinical management, staging or 
prognosis of the cancer. These elements will either have evidentiary support at Level 
III-2 or above (based on prognostic factors in the NHMRC levels of evidence1). In rare 
circumstances, where level III-2 evidence is not available an element may be made a 
CORE element where there is unanimous agreement in the expert committee. An 
appropriate staging system e.g., Pathological TNM staging would normally be 
included as a CORE element.  
 
The summation of all CORE elements is considered to be the minimum reporting 
standard for a specific cancer. 

 
NON-CORE elements    

NON-CORE elements are those which are unanimously agreed should be included in 
the dataset but are not supported by level III-2 evidence. These elements may be 
clinically important and recommended as good practice but are not yet validated or 
regularly used in patient management. 

 
Key information other than that which is essential for clinical management, staging 
or prognosis of the cancer such as macroscopic observations and interpretation, 
which are fundamental to the histological diagnosis and conclusion e.g., macroscopic 
tumour details, may be included as either CORE or NON-CORE elements by 
consensus of the Dataset Authoring Committee. 
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